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My dear mentor

My warmest greetings to you

There is a question which I would appreciate it if you
helped me find whose answer. Is it a right statement that
human cognitive faculties are impossible without
language, or, to put it another way, is man unable to
perceive the world without language and its
morphological, syntactic, etc. catagories? I posed this
question because when look at myself in introspection, I
find it quite impossible to think or even to pay attention to
the world around me without words and, more
importantly, without grammatical relations. As far as [
know, according to Saussure’s structuralism, it is the
structure of language which determines the way we
perceive the world, and cross-linguistic syntactic
differences too support this view to a great degree. On the



other hand, doubts arise when I consider the state of, for
example, those who are borne hearing-impaird or dumb. I
look forward to your guide. Many thanks
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Dear Mr. Pordel,
The essence of human speech is not in his ability to speak.
It is 1n his ability to hear. It means that only human
subjects have the capability to open (or close) themselves
to the Other. Look at the frequency of ear diseases among
children whose extreme form one finds unfortunately in
autistic kids. The people born with speech problems could
be more or less be easily integrated in the society and even
pursue their studies until a high level. But people born
with auditive pathologies could hardly access to an
acceptable level of social integration.
The question of language and its relation to the thinking is
complex. Psychoanalysis has just began to put the question
in the right way, but we are so far to find the adequate
answer to it. sincerely yours
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My dear mentor
Where dose Lacan stand in the controversy over the
relationship of language and thinking? Am I right in
assuming that Lacan’s emphasis on language is a kind of
disguised idealism? Many thanks
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Dear Mojtaba: Due to the fact that you have raised the
question regarding relation between language and thought
is indicator of your interest on this issue. Dr. Movallali had
replied to the first one--- which I totally agree with him---
and here I am going to suggest couple books dealing with
this issue. --- Offcourse, I have no doubt that there are may
be hundreds other books dedicated to this matter but I had
access only to few of them---

1: The Mathematician’s Mind by great French
mathematician Jacques Hadamard published by Princeton
University. This is a small book--- just 140 pages--- but
considered as classic in this matter. In this book Hadamard
had interviewed couple great thinkers such as Roman



Jacobson, Claude Levi Strauss, Norbert Wiener, Einstein
and others. He quotes Einstein saying that in my thought
process words has no place, and he continues saying that
he thinks in images. This book emphasizes the role of
unconscious in though process.
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2: Patterns in the Mind, by theoretical psychologist and
Linguistics Ray Jackendoff--- this book is also a small
book — 246 pages--- Jackendoff says” The advantage of
language is perhaps most often said to confer on us that it
enables us to think. While there is a great deal of truth to
this idea--- language certainly is invaluable in helping us
sharpen certain kinds of thoughts—we should be a little
cautious about endorsing it entirely. For one thing, we
probably don’t want to deny the capability of thought to at
least some animals. For another, not all human thought
requires language. Did it take thought for Beethoven and
Picasso to produce their masterpieces? (I think so) Did it
take language? (I don’t think so)

3: Figurative Language and Thought by Albert N. Kats,
Cristina Cacciari, Raymond w. Gibbs, Jr and Mark Turner
by Oxford University press

On page 17 they say” If, as the previous review indicates,
there is not convincing evidence that language determines
thought, is there evidence for a weaken version, namely,
that language can facilitate or inhibit thought? The
evidence here is somewhat more positive.
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4: Poetry, Language, and Thought by Martin Heidegger---
I have not read it yet ---



5: Imagery in Scientific Thought by Historian of Science
Arthur I Miller. In page 221 he says” Mental imagery in
auditory, sensual and visual modes has played a central
role in creative thought. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s
auditory imagery permitted him to hear a new symphony
’tout ensemble”. The great French mathematician and
philosopher Henri Poincare’s ” sensual imagery” led him
to sense a mathematical proof in visual imagery, and
words were “ sought after laboriously only in secondary
stage” (Hadamard. 1954 Note: This quotation is from the

book that I introduce earlier.

He goes on saying that” Einstein’s visual imagery was
fundamental to his framing of the special and general
theories of relativity

I hope, instead of being helpful clarifying your question, I
did not make the matter worse.
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Dear Mr; Pordel,
First of all I would like to thank our freind SAHAND for
his learned references.
As to your question about Lacan's relation to language, [
have to say that if by idealism you mean
nomalism there could be almost no objection. Lacan's
thought has been qualified by several critics as
close to nominalistic philosophers such as Bentham. But I
think the matter is much more complicated
in Lacan whose REAL is one of the essential points going
beyand such nominalism. Cordially yours
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Dear Dr. Movallali,

With my New Year greetings to you

Can we take Lacan’s notions of the Real and the eruption
of the Real the same as those of the Unconscious and the
return of the repressed of Freud’s? And, as concerning
Lacan’s ideas on psychosis, is it right to assume that
forclosure of the name of the father coincides with being
driven wholly by bodily drives? Many thanks
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Dear Mr. Pordel

Thanks for your greetings. I hope you will have an
excellent and successful new year as well.

Lacan makes his own the Freudian theory of psychosis
with some modifications which go beyond Freud’s initial
conception. As far as Freud’s conception of psychosis is
concerned one can confirm that it remains essentially on
the basis of his theory of neurosis whose essential
mechanism is the repression. Clinically speaking their
conceptions (Freud’s and Lacan’s) on the matter do not



seem so far one from the other. Lacan’s conception bears
nevertheless great and important consequences which in
return change radically our approach to the psychic
pathology.

You ask if “we can take Lacan’s notions of the Real and
the eruption of the Real the same as those of the
Unconscious and the return of the repressed of Freud’s?”
the answer could be affirmative, abstraction done of the
consequences I mentioned above. This return of the real is
just one of the several aspects of Lacan’s Réel that could
not be reduced simply to it.

Mere bodily drives are organized consequent to the lack of
demand on behalf of the Other; in this regard the answer to
your second question is affirmative too. Sincerely yours
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L'Espace des femmes-Antoinette Fouque
vous invite a rencontrer,
mardi 20 janvier 2009 a 18h30
Madeleine Chapsal, écrivain
"M¢éfiez-vous des jeunes filles" (Fayard, 2008)
"Ce que m'a appris Francoise Dolto" (Fayard, 1994)
et
Marie-France Hirigoyen, psychiatre et psychanalyste
"Les nouvelles solitudes" (La Découverte, 2007)
"Femmes sous emprise" (Oh éditions et Pocket, 2005)
qui dialogueront sur le theme
"Le lien des femmes entre elles"

Espace des femmes

Editions - Librairie - Galerie


mailto:n.r1985@yahoo.com

35 rue Jacob Paris 6eme

01 42 22 60 74 ou 01 42 60 93 76 (Librairie)
www.desfemmes.fr
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Dear Dr. Movallali

What relationship do master signifiers bear to desire? I
remember in answer to one of my questions you stated that
they belong to the imaginary. I would like to know if
master signifiers are proper to the imaginary, so what is
that which constitutes the symbolic? do only a limited
number of people can come to possesse desire? Many
thanks
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Dear Mr. Pordel

The master signifiers are not stricto sensu proper termes
for Lacan. Because if they could exist there would be a
metalanguage . As you know there is no such a thing for
Lacan as metalanguage.

But during history, human societies procede to believe to
some signifiers which will take place for them as master
signifiers. these master signifiers act then as what
determines the social discours forming social relationships
between people: sincerely yours
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